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How to proceed in the case of a traffic accident from January 2009

 

Many changes to issues related to the obligation to report traffic accidents will take effect from 1st January 2009, when the amendment of the Road Traffic Act implemented by Act No. 274/2008 Coll. comes into effect. Naturally, we hope that you will not be involved in an accident. However, should this happen, it is important to know what to do.
 

Rather than the limit of a hundred thousand Czech crowns, it is the modified concept of protecting vehicles owned by third parties when a driver of such vehicle is directly involved in an accident that represents the most significant change.

 

Under the current legislation, we are required to call the Police in the case of any accident involving a company car or a car subject to a leasing contract. This will no longer apply from January 2009 and also in these cases the Police will only need to be present if damage to the vehicles (including transported items) exceeds the threshold of CZK 100,000.

 

Under what circumstances we will be required to report traffic accidents to the Police CR from 1 January 2009:
 

1. If people are injured (including minor injuries) or killed in the accident.

2. If the damage to any of the involved cars and transported items caused by the accident exceeds CZK 100,000.

3. If the accident also results in damage (regardless of the extent of this damage) to third party assets (such as damage to parked vehicles, adjoining properties, etc.); however, the Police will not need to be present if a vehicle owned by a third party (such as a leasing company, employer or even a family member) is damaged in an accident directly involving the driver of such vehicle.

4. If the accident results in damage to the road or destruction of or damage to its parts or accessories (such as road signs, guard rails, etc.).

5. If the accident results in damage to public utilities (such as railway crossing signals) or the environment (for example in the case of leakage of the car’s service fluids).

6. If you are unable to restore unobstructed traffic (without excessive effort on your part) following the accident.

7. If one of the parties involved refuses to discuss the accident, refuses to fill in the applicable form or drives off from the site of the accident. 

 

We should be able to deal with any other traffic accidents by ourselves, i.e. without the Police assistance.

 

Without the Police? Make a record on the accident!
 

Starting from January 2009, the law will impose one completely new obligation on parties involved in an accident. In the case of traffic accidents not requiring the presence of the Police, parties to the accident will be obliged to draft a “joint record of the accident”.
 

This record must include: 

1.       Description of the time and place of the accident 

2.       The cause, progress and consequences of the accident 

3.       Identification of the parties and vehicles involved in the accident 

Parties involved in the accident are required to sign the record and hand it over immediately to their insurers who are to provide settlement to the injured party (i.e. the insurer of the party at fault).

 

Accidents may be recorded in any form; the act does not prescribe any specific document. However, we recommend that all drivers carry the so-called Euro-form for recording accidents in their cars. You never know when you may need it. What's more, nerves and stress play a major role in accidents and you could therefore easily forget to include some important detail.

 

If any of the parties to the accident refuses to cooperate in drafting a record, call the Police. This will not cost you anything as the originally contemplated fees for “gratuitous” requests for Police presence at an accident site were abandoned in the end.

 

However, by refusing to draft a record of a traffic accident the other party to the accident commits an offence.

 
Contact your insurance company
When dealing with your insurance company, make sure you always have the damage report form at hand to avoid any discrepancies in the reported details.

	 

Ideally, report the insurance event to your insurance company by phone immediately after the accident to ensure that the party at fault will report the event. 

Try to persuade the party at fault to report the accident to their insurance company by phone and fill in the form with you. Unfortunately, not all insurance companies have their hotlines and continuous service.

 

Telephone numbers of insurance companies providing motor liability insurance 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Allianz
	800170000
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Axa
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ČPP
	841444555
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Česká pojišťovna
	841114114
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ČSOB
	800100777
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Direct
	221221221
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dolnorakouská
	844844876
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Generali
	844188188
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Hasičská vzájemná
	272101062
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Kooperativa
	800105105
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Slavia
	221803470
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Triglav
	226531507
	Prague
	 
	 
	 

	Uniqa
	800120020
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wustenrot
	257092570
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
The culprit drove off? You have a problem.
If someone damages your car, for example during parking, and drives off, there is usually little you can do. If you do not find a witness who wrote down the culprit’s registration plate, calling the Police is futile. It is hoghly probable that a potential investigation would not provide any answers and you would only be wasting time waiting, attending to the Police station and completing reports. 

 

Unfortunately, the Czech Insurers Bureau will not be able to help you either. While this organisation settles damage on behalf of parties at fault with no insurance (and subsequently recovers the relevant amounts from them), this does not apply in all cases. In the case of accidents where the party at fault drives off, the Czech Insurers Bureau only deals with damage exceeding CZK 10,000 and involving serious injuries. Therefore, if someone damages your car door or breaks your mirror while parking and drives off, you will have to cover the cost of repairing any damage with your own finance or from your accident insurance. 
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